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FOREWORD

In this conciliation we wish to respond to the
concerns of the community, of the population, by
creating self-financing mechanisms that could
make our protected areas themselves capable of
producing resources to ensure their sustainability
and also to move towards sustainable development,
to respond to the need of today and to ensure their
self-sufficiency, as well as to think about the need
of tomorrow which has animated us and which is
actually showing real fruits.

FROM THE DIRECTOR OF ICCN
The DRC is facing several challenges, including the
depletion of natural resources, various biodiversity,
energy, food security and economic crises, the
causes of which are deeply rooted and raise several
issues that require feasible, cost-effective and
sustainable solutions.

We want to create factories, hydroelectric power
stations, even participate in the shareholding
in certain companies so that the dividends can
retrocede resources to the protected areas and also
respond to the needs of our communities.

This has triggered the development of the green
economy perspective presented here, enriching a
debate that is biased towards sustainable growth and
aims to promote an inclusive low-carbon economy,
efficient and clean in its production, but also inclusive
in its consumption and outcomes, based on shared
ownership, circulation, collaboration, solidarity,
resilience, opportunity and interdependence.

Pastor Dr. Cosma Wilungula Balongelwa
Managing Director of ICCN
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1. INTRODUCTION
Grand Katanga, divided into four provinces,
namely Haut Katanga, Haut Lomami, Lualaba and
Tanganyika, is the second largest economic region
in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) after
Kinshasa. At the heart of these four provinces lies the
Upemba Depression and the Kundelungu Highlands,
which are recognised worldwide as priceless natural
and cultural heritages, and represent an immense
economic potential to be developed in terms of
sustainable agriculture, energy and ecotourism for
the populations of Grand Katanga and DRC.
The Forgotten Parks Foundation and IUCN NL with
the support of the European Union through the 11th
European Development Fund (EDF) have initiated
activities in Upemba-Kundelungu landscape with
the training and deployment of eco-guards, the
restoration of dialogue with local communities, the
inventory of the fisheries of Lake Upemba and the
rehabilitation of infrastructures. However, there is a
need to integrate these activities within the broader
sustainable development objectives of the region
ensuring the rational and inclusive use of the natural
resources.
In April 2021, the Head of State, His Excellency Félix
Tshisekedi, participated in the virtual Leaders Summit
on Climate hosted by President Biden. President
Tshisekedi emphasised DRC’s commitment to the
implementation of the Paris Agreement. Firstly,
DRC’s commitment to contribute to the global fight
against climate change in the context of sustainable
development and poverty reduction. Secondly, to
realise DRC’s huge renewable energy potential from
hydropower, solar and the sustainable exploitation
of the reserves of essential green strategic metals,

which will contribute to the decarbonisation of the
economy.
An observation of the DRC’s traditional economy
reveals that it is currently exacerbating climate
change, natural resource depletion, various crises in
biodiversity, energy, food security, and the financial
systems. In addition, these crises are increasing the
vulnerability of the population and their exposure
to climatic and economic shocks. The effects are an
exponential increase in greenhouse gas emissions,
population migration, widening social disparities,
underemployment, food insecurity, will constitute
major challenges for a country’s development.
However, the development of a green economy is a
lever for sustainable growth that aims to promote an
inclusive low-carbon economy, efficient and clean in
its production, but also inclusive in its consumption
and outcomes, based on sharing, circularity,
collaboration, solidarity, resilience, opportunity and
interdependence.
A transition to a sustainable and more environmentally
friendly economy is needed to reduce poverty and
improve the incomes of millions of people, youth and
women, who depend primarily on natural resources
such as land, forests, fisheries and other types of
natural capital.
Indeed, this transition to a green economy envisages
improving the lives and resources of people in
unsuitable areas, balancing the use of natural
resources while maintaining incomes, and offsetting
the risks of change with the opportunities that arise
from it.

Photo : Landscape Upemba - Kundelungu
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Photo : Mabwe, a community near the National Park of Upemba
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Photo : Landscape Upemba - Kundelungu
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2. THE VISION OF THE GREEN ALLIANCE OF
GRAND KATANGA
The greatest opportunity for the prosperity
and sustainable future of the DRC lies not in the
exploitation of its natural resources, but in their
conservation! The DRC is in a unique position to
become a global leader and catalyst in biodiversity
conservation, climate change mitigation and the
development of a green, diversified and thriving
economy.

The key ingredients of this initiative :
• A strong vision and a strong economy. The
promotion of conservation area management
as a sustainable economic driver for the local/
national economy in the short and long term, as
well as the implementation of climate change
mitigation programmes.
• The initiative is Congolese owned and led. The
champions/leaders of the initiative must be
Congolese with strong values and leadership
skills.
• The political leadership of the DRC is supportive.
The support of the DRC president and the ruling
elite is essential to secure the national and
international support needed to ensure funding
and commitment from partners to pursue this
initiative.
• Solid institutional arrangements. This initiative
must be led by a strong and reliable governance
structure in collaboration with the country’s
public authorities with cross party support.
• International team supporting the initiative. To
build a world-class system, a world-class team
of the best minds in multiple fields of expertise
is needed.
• Substantial funding. Access to long-term
financial resources should not be a constraint
to this initiative, as the quality of the expected
results depends on it.

In particular, the DRC is :
• One of 17 megadiverse countries in the world,
and one of three in Africa, with the potential
to become a leader in tackling the biodiversity
crisis.
• A global watershed including the largest tropical
peatland complex on the planet, containing 30
billion metric tons of carbon - three years of
global emissions.
• With nearly 2 million square kilometres of
tropical forest, it has the largest expanse of
tropical forest in Africa. The Congo River,
forming the world’s second largest primary
watershed after the Amazon, has enormous
potential to become a global carbon sink as
well as a source of clean energy.
The vision of the Green Alliance of Grand Katanga
is to create a diversified and prosperous economy
among the four provinces and territories of
Grand Katanga, a vision based on the sustainable
exploitation of their natural resources with the aim
of playing a global leadership role in the integration
of a green economy model capable of meeting the
needs and aspirations of its inhabitants.

To achieve this vision a diverse collection of
stakeholders working together in an alliance is
needed, including local actors, public authorities,
the private sector (agro-industry, energy, mining,
etc.), communities and civil society organisations,
and nature conservation bodies (ICCN and its
partners). The process to create a green economy
will require addressing issues such as land tenure
security, developing land use plans that include
the protection of the open miombo forests and the
finding alternative energy sources to wood.

In addition, this economy envisages contributing
to international efforts to mitigate climate change
and the decline of biological and cultural diversity.
Stakeholders will work together to optimise the
use of land and resources to ensure a prosperous
and sustainable economy in consultation,
complementarity and alignment with provincial and
national strategies.
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All of this will need to be driven by a vision of
community development, accompanied by
strong, participatory local governance and the
engagement of key decision-makers.
Through this initiative, the government,
local communities, the private sector, nongovernmental organisations, financial institutions
and international donors and partners will be able
to restore and protect the environment, ensure
the long-term protection of a vast carbon sink and
develop a dynamic and sustainable green economy
that will benefit much of the Grand Katanga region,
as well as humanity as a whole.
This vision of a green economy through the Green
Alliance of Grand Katanga demonstrates the
potential of a DRC-led initiative to champion the
evolving models for reducing deforestation and
slowing climate change that will be presented at
the 26th UN Conference of the Parties on Climate
Change (COP26) in Glasgow in November 2021.

8

GRE E N A LLI A N C E O F G R AN D K ATAN G A | 2 02 1

Photo : FAO Community Forrest located near the
landscape Upemba - Kundelungu
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3. OVERVIEW OF THE GREEN ALLIANCE
POTENTIAL ACTIVITIES
The Upemba and Kundelungu National Park
Complex (CUK) is at the heart of the vision of the
Green Alliance of Grand Katanga; the two parks, the
hunting areas, and the annexed areas are shown in
green on the map below.
The landscape will include the main industrial
development corridor between Kasumbalesa
- Lubumbashi - Likasi - Kolwezi, where mining
(copper, cobalt, etc.) is the main economic activity
and where the main urban populations are also
located. There is a need to develop infrastructure
and improve social, educational and health facilities
as well as the production and distribution of green
energy to meet the energy needs of industry and
the urban populations.
High potential livestock and agricultural zones for
the establishment of sustainable food production
systems through collaboration between local
communities and the private sector to ensure food
self-sufficiency and economic empowerment of
communities in the region. The area will also be the
focus of rural micro-grid electrification initiatives to
ensure that all rural and remote communities have
access to affordable electricity.
Furthermore, the alliance recognises the importance
of the fishing zones in the river and lake systems
of the Lufira River basin. The development and
marketing of sustainable fisheries in the fishing
zones is a priority in the fight against food and
financial insecurity in the riverine communities. This
will also provide an alternative to bush meat for the
most food insecure populations.
At the heart of the landscape, away from areas of
high human concentration, are the national parks,
which represent the conservation zone aimed at
restoring the ecological integrity, habitats and
wildlife populations historically abundant in these
protected areas. This area exists to protect and
monitor the carbon and ecosystem services that

10
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support the overall landscape and could drive a green
economy generating revenue and jobs from carbon
finance, community forestry and nature tourism. As
observed in several neighbouring countries, such
conservation areas have the potential to contribute
enormously to DRC’s national income. Above all,
the green heart of the landscape is a place for the
Congolese to enjoy, relax and reconnect with their
natural and cultural heritage.
The longer-term vision of the Green Alliance of
Grand Katanga is to extend the collaboration and
partnerships to neighbouring areas in Zambia,
including Nasumbu National Park and Kaputa
Reserve, as illustrated in the map - Figure 1.
The landscape will include the main industrial
development corridor between Kasumbalesa
- Lubumbashi - Likasi - Kolwezi, where mining
(copper, cobalt, etc.) is the main economic activity
and where the main urban populations are also
located. There is a need to develop infrastructure
and improve social, educational and health facilities
as well as the production and distribution of green
energy to meet the energy needs of industry and
the urban populations.
High potential livestock and agricultural zones for
the establishment of sustainable food production
systems through collaboration between local
communities and the private sector to ensure food
self-sufficiency and economic empowerment of
communities in the region. The area will also be the
focus of rural micro-grid electrification initiatives to
ensure that all rural and remote communities have
access to affordable electricity.
Furthermore, the alliance recognises the importance
of the fishing zones in the river and lake systems
of the Lufira River basin. The development and
marketing of sustainable fisheries in the fishing
zones is a priority in the fight against food and
financial insecurity in the riverine communities. This

Figure 1.

Map of the Complex Upemba- Kundelungu and the Green Alliance extending
towards a transboundary Protected area with Zambia

will also provide an alternative to bush meat for the
most food insecure populations.

The longer-term vision of the Green Alliance of
Grand Katanga is to extend the collaboration and
partnerships to neighbouring areas in Zambia,
including Nasumbu National Park and Kaputa
Reserve, as illustrated in the map below.

At the heart of the landscape, away from areas of
high human concentration, are the national parks,
which represent the conservation zone aimed at
restoring the ecological integrity, habitats and
wildlife populations historically abundant in these
protected areas. This area exists to protect and
monitor the carbon and ecosystem services that
support the overall landscape and could drive a green
economy generating revenue and jobs from carbon
finance, community forestry and nature tourism. As
observed in several neighbouring countries, such
conservation areas have the potential to contribute
enormously to DRC’s national income. Above all,
the green heart of the landscape is a place for the
Congolese to enjoy, relax and reconnect with their
natural and cultural heritage.

The transboundary protected area would protect a
large area of the miombo forest together with key
elephant migration routes. It will also facilitate the
fight against illegal wildlife trafficking in these areas.
With the potential to become a UNESCO natural
and cultural World Heritage Site, the landscape
will involve the participation of governments,
local communities and the private sector in order
to promote environmental protection through the
development of a green and sustainable economy
and against the effects of ecosystem degradation.
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Photo : Ecoguards of the Upemba National Park
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4. ACTIVITIES BY ZONE
This section outlines potential activities for the
Grand Katanga landscape by zones, covering what
is already being done, what would need to be done,
and where support is needed.

4.1.

of the sector is severely limited by poor sanitary
conditions and the lack of a disease prevention
programme.
In the vision of a green economy in close
collaboration with the CUK, agricultural activities
are planned to take place in three major ecological
zones; Lubudi, Bukama and Lualaba, areas with
alluvial soils along the rivers, valleys with high
agronomic potential and soil rich in organic matter
and suitable for agriculture.

The industrial development corridor

The development corridor extends between
Kasumbalesa - Lubumbashi - Likasi - Kolwezi where
mining (copper, cobalt, etc.) is the main economic
activity and where the main urban populations
are located and are in need of improved social,
educational, health and transport infrastructure.
In order to promote industry and a flourishing
municipal environment, solutions are needed for
the production and distribution of green energy in
this corridor.

4.2.

By implementing sustainable food production
systems to increase and improve agriculture
and livestock processing and marketing in close
collaboration with local communities and the private
sector, the Green Alliance aims to increase the
productivity of these sectors, provide the necessary
food for the population, and ensure financial selfsufficiency in order to reduce commodity imports
and at the same time allow for increased incomes
in rural communities.

Livestock and agricultural zones

The agricultural potential of Grand Katanga is
enormous: the region has 15 million hectares
(30% of the region’s surface area), of which only 3
million are exploited, and an eco-climatic diversity
that gives it natural potential for developing the
agricultural sector. Grand Katanga also has nearly 2
million hectares suitable for ranching large livestock
for meat and milk production.

The most effective exploitation of the potential
of the agricultural and livestock sector to move
towards a green economy requires massive
investment in human skills, rural infrastructure,
organisation and professionalisation of the sector to
enable smallholders to adopt more productive and
environmentally friendly agricultural and livestock
practices.

In Grand Katanga, agriculture is practised mainly
for self-consumption by small-holder farming
households, with rudimentary tools, unimproved
seeds and traditional techniques. The limited
quantities produced combined with very high
transportation costs, makes it economical not
viable to produce and sell in commercial centres.

This requires:
• The integration of conservation agriculture
practices such as no-tillage farming that
improves soil structure and fertility, significantly
increase crop yields per hectare and increase
carbon retention by around 2% per hectare
• Organisation of landscape farmers to harvest,
process and market produce
• Establishing partnerships with existing
agribusiness and agro-industrial companies to
process harvested produce through small-scale
producers
• Supporting local entrepreneurs in the creation
of food processing enterprises and supporting
the formation and structuring of appropriate

However, agriculture remains one of the essential
pillars of the region’s economy and appears to be a
strategic sector for the economy and employment.
Although the region’s food security is largely
dependent on food imports from southern Africa,
agriculture is still the sector that occupies and
potentially employs the largest share of the region’s
workforce, despite the economic importance of the
mining sector and its impact on agricultural land.
It should also be noted that livestock farming is
practised in all four provinces, but the performance
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institutional arrangements (e.g. a cooperative
or association) to strengthen food security and
job creation with improved household income
rates through the participation of its members.

4.3.

Sustainable fisheries zones

DRC has a significant fisheries potential, estimated
at more than 707,000 tonnes of annual production.
This potential is mainly linked to its vast hydrographic
network and its relief, which is favourable to the
development of fisheries, which constitutes an
important source of income and employment for
the region.

monitor wildlife health and threats, and to apply best
practices and innovations to adaptive protected
area management and tourism development. These
activities are also intended to include monitoring
of wildlife populations and the process of wildlife
reintroduction, including veterinary support as
well as developing links with DRC and international
universities in the development of long-term
research projects.
The CUK Climate Change Mitigation Centre
•

Carbon accounting: demonstrating the role of
the PA in protecting our climate and mitigating
climate change.
Climate neutral/negative: make operations
and programmes climate neutral, minimise the
carbon footprint by using, for example, clean
and renewable energy, and offset unavoidable
carbon emissions in aviation, ground transport
and operations.
Climate change mitigation catalyst: stimulating
climate change mitigation projects in the
surrounding areas, in the country and beyond.

Unfortunately, the management, processing,
transportation and marketing of fish are suboptimal, and as a result a large proportion of the fish
caught is wasted, due to the lack of an adequate
organisation of the sector and the poor state of
tracks and roads and river communication routes.
Moreover, inland fisheries play an important role for
rural communities and provide a large part of the
country’s protein needs.

•

Located in the adjoining areas of the CUK are the
river and lake systems of the Lufira River Basin and
the Kamalondo Depression, where investment in
the development of a sustainable and mechanised
fishery, the creation of a value chain and the
expansion of the domestic market for staple
goods could provide an alternative to bushmeat
and a source of food self-sufficiency for the local
population.

The vision for tourism in the CUK is the
establishment of a network of internationally
recognised and connected establishments (by
road and air) that allow visitors to discover the
unique natural and cultural features of their regions.
Initially, the aim is to develop and market a tourism
experience to the residents of Grand Katanga, for
both leisure weekends and business conferences.
The longer-term development of an international
tourism experience will be linked to the large-scale
reintroduction programme of elephants and other
endemic species in the region.

4.4.

Conservation zones

The conservation area aims to restore the ecological
integrity, habitats and historically abundant wildlife
populations in these areas. Our plans and vision for
CUK as a catalyst for conservation and sustainable
development are as follows:

•

A centre for conservation science, research and
technology
To establish a centre of excellence for CUK
conservation science, research and technology,
with close links between the Complex and the
University of Lubumbashi, national and international
universities and research institutions. This will
provide a platform of leading conservation
scientists and technologists for better ecological
understanding and documentation of the CUK, to

14

GRE E N A LLI A NC E O F G R AN D K ATAN G A | 2 02 1

Photo : Chutes de Kayo - Kayo Falls, Upemba
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Photo : Fisherwomen in the region of Mabwe

4.5.

Energy production – all zones

There are several hydroelectric power stations in
the region, including four main power stations with
a total installed capacity of 476 MW, representing
an average annual capacity of more than 2.875
million kWh. Katanga province is connected to
a high-voltage direct current line of about 1,700
kilometres from the Inga dam in Bas-Congo to the
Kolwezi Conversion Station, which draws about 120
MW. However, the realised supply of electricity is
insufficient for the industrial and residential needs.
While hydroelectricity represents the greatest
proven potential for electricity generation in the
country, particularly in Grand Katanga where several
hydroelectric plants currently exist, solar, wind and
especially natural gas should also be considered
to ensure a diversified energy mix that benefits
Congolese households and industries .

Photo : Corridor linking the Upemba and Kundelungu Natinal Parks

Photo : Overloaded truck carrying loads of charcoal

The Green Alliance aims to mobilise partners and
funds to support immediate action in the renovation
and construction of essential infrastructure for
sustainable energy production and distribution.
Without such infrastructure, production capacity will
be immensely affected. In addition, by developing
small and medium sized sites in the provinces, this
initiative will be able to address the energy needs
of local communities in order to positively influence
Photo : Storage of charcoal in local communities
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5. PROPOSED PROJECTS
5.1.
Green Grand Katanga - multisectoral
land use plan

Watershed management principles should be
integrated into the land-use planning approach to
ensure that conservation and environmentally sound
use contributes to the resilience and management
of the agriculture and livestock sectors. Landscapelevel road planning will help guide overall macroplanning of road development, identify market
access priorities for local enterprises, and ensure
sound environmental planning to minimise impacts
on biodiversity and watersheds. Monitoring
compliance with environmental and natural
resource management regulations will generate
information that the relevant authorities can use
to enforce laws and strengthen transparency and
sector governance.

In order to plan for land-use optimisation across
Grand Katanga, it is essential to consolidate the
best land-use concepts into a complementary plan
that can provide the highest returns for the greatest
scope and impact. To optimise land returns, we
should apply best practice zoning of key land use
activities where each activity can produce the best
return and win-win scenarios. The impact will be
peace and prosperity created by increased land
productivity, healthy and rehabilitated ecosystems,
and equality of opportunity and benefits for society.
This is a process that would ideally be led by
provincial governments, in close collaboration with
the national government, and with support from
major bilateral donors (e.g. USAID) and the private
sector.

The key questions to establish and understand at
the outset are:
• A definition of the geographical scope of the
land use plan
• Agreement on the ownership of the plan, and
what this means
• A summary of the key functions of the plan
• Details of the responsibilities of the institutions
leading the planning process, in particular who
will be on the steering committee overseeing
and approving the process and who will be on
the technical planning working group(s)
• A discussion of the key stakeholders in the plan
and their involvement
• An overview of the events of the planning
process and the outcomes of the meetings
• An analysis of the most relevant issues and
opportunities that influence the plan.

Methodology
Participatory land-use planning processes at the
landscape level involves multiple sectors in the
structuring and zoning of major land uses, such
as agriculture, mining, conservation areas and
wildlife corridors, energy production, livestock
management and forestry. The zoning helps to
optimise land use and concession distribution
and also to integrate best practice environmental
management and sustainable use into the provincial
governments’ land management strategy.
The planning approach will involve all levels of
governance, i.e. national, provincial and local
government and traditional authorities, to ensure
that roles and responsibilities are clearly defined and
mandated. The methodology can draw on land-use
planning and management guides developed by
the Central African Forest Commission (COMIFAC)
and the Central African Regional Program for the
Environment (CARPE) funded by USAID, for example
the “ Guide for Integrated Landscape Land Use
Planning in Central Africa” (2015) .

5.2.

One Health Initiative

One Health is a term used to describe a principle
which recognises that human and animal health
are interconnected, that diseases are transmitted
from humans to animals and vice versa and must
therefore be tackled in both. The One Health
approach also encompasses the environment,
another link between humans and animals and
likewise a potential source of new resistant
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microorganisms. This term is globally recognised,
having been widely used in the EU and in the 2016
United Nations Political Declaration on Antimicrobial
Resistance (AMR).
The goal of achieving optimal health outcomes
for people, animals and the environment in the
landscape is possible through interdisciplinary
collaboration between health professionals who
comprehensively address the complexities and
interconnections between people, animals,
plants and their shared environment. This will
include coordinating disease surveillance through
better communication and building international
partnerships. Discussions have been held with
(PATH, https://www.path.org/), Rachel Izizaw
(Tshela, https://tshela.org/) and local hospitals/
clinics in Grand Katanga to seek opportunities to
start such an initiative.
The immediate priorities are focused on human
health care support in and around CUK:
• Providing medical care to the eco-guards
and their families deployed in the CUK in
collaboration with provincial clinics and
hospitals.
• Establishing a mobile health clinic with
international partners in collaboration with the
provincial health authorities to support the rural
communities around the CUK. This will aim
to raise health standards in the surrounding
communities. We are looking to equip a 4x4
truck for basic medical administration and
treatment and maintain a regular schedule for
the communities.
• Improved
governance,
support
and
strengthening of health centre administration
services through funding, establishment
of health policy, monitoring capacity and
performance frameworks at all levels of the
health pyramid.

5.3. Grand Katanga Livestock and Climate
Change Project
Currently, extensive burning at the end of the dry
season spreads across the CUK landscape each year,
releasing excessive carbon into the atmosphere,
resulting in very low levels of biodiversity and
degraded habitats that cannot support wildlife
and reduce biodiversity. In addition, food security
is limited and communities around the CUK lack
income-generating activities and access to markets.

18
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This project aims to address the interrelated
challenges of food insecurity, ecology and climate
through a breeding programme of cattle and
sheep with the neighbouring communities of CUK,
particularly in the upland areas. Cattle and sheep,
as grazers, are best suited to the upland grasslands
of Grand Katanga (goats are not ideal as grazers).
Building on successful livestock programmes in
Katanga, the aim would be the establishment of
community livestock associations/ cooperatives for
marketing livestock products.
Linking with the private sector is essential for the
commercialization and scaling up of this idea.
Ideally, competent national and international
conservation and environmental operators should
be used to provide technical leadership for some
projects, and entrepreneurs and their networks
in Katanga should be used to provide logistics
and political commitment where appropriate. The
rotational grazing system will replicate an optimal
grazing regime that ensures healthy grasslands and
habitats. Another key element is the introduction
of a fire management regime with mosaic burning
limited to the rainy season in areas on a two-year
cycle. By giving an economic value to the unburned
grass for livestock feed, we provide an incentive for
communities not to burn extensively.
Expected results:
• Food and financial self-sufficiency outcomes
for local communities: improved food security,
increased household income through increased
commercialization, institutional strengthening
of civil society, not only to better serve
the community but also to facilitate their
engagement in conservation.
• Climate change mitigation outcome: Protection
of carbon in grassland biomass as well as soil
carbon.
• Conservation outcome: Biodiversity will increase
dramatically by stopping the extensive, hot
burning regime at the end of the dry season,
which occurs every year, and replacing it with
less extensive, cool burning in the wet season,
allowing biodiversity to flourish again.
This approach allows for optimal rotational grazing
of the grassland while maximizing productivity.
Cattle eat the grass (with their tongues) to a level of
about 2 inches, then sheep graze (with their teeth)
the grass to a level closer to the surface. The soils

Photo : Livestock farming site in the
FAO community forest
19
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of CUK are mainly “ferrosols”, i.e. poor soils for
agriculture and better suited to livestock/wildlife. In
the past, large herds of cattle and sheep have been
successfully reared on the Kundelungu highlands of
Grand Katanga. The Grand Katanga plateaus are at
an altitude of over 1,000m, which avoids tsetse flies
and other livestock diseases that make livestock
rearing difficult elsewhere.
Potential partners include the University of
Lubumbashi as well as the Forrest International
Group in Lubumbashi, which has had a successful
livestock programme since 1930, with their company
GRELKA (Grands Élevages de Katongola). They have
a herd of 35,000 head of cattle and produces quality
organic meat for local consumers in Katanga and
Lualaba provinces. See : https://forrestgroup.com/
en/sector/agribusiness/
Partnership and funding could be sought from
FONARRED (http://www.fonaredd-rdc.org/), UNDP
and the European/Norwegian Climate Mitigation
Fund in Congo.

5.4.

that education systems equip learners with the
values, knowledge and skills to constructively and
creatively address these challenges.
The aim of Green Alliance’s education initiative is
to contribute to the protection of the environment
by raising awareness of environmental issues and
promoting more eco-friendly practices among
all students and local community members. In
addition, this initiative plans to intervene more
actively in regions close to conservation areas by
developing activities in schools and communities
that induce behavioural changes and foster attitudes
and practices favourable to the protection of the
environment and the development of sustainable
activities favourable to nature conservation.
Through this initiative, the green economy plans
to seize the opportunity to meet two major
challenges for the promotion of a more sustainable
development, namely, the improvement of the living
environment of the beneficiaries of the initiative and
the maintenance of an environmental balance.

Education Initiative

Education is the foundation of a country’s
development, because you can’t talk about
sustainable development without education, says
Haut Katanga’s provincial minister of education,
Aerts Joseph Kayumba. In the context of a green
economy that pursues sustainable and ‘green’
solutions to food insecurity, access to electricity,
climate change, health, etc., it is clearly essential

Photo : Meeting between PNU and the
fishermen of Lake Upemba
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Photo : Young women preparing a meal in a community
within the FAO forest

Photo : Young students in Lubudi
21

GR EEN A L L I A N CE OF GR A N D K ATA N GA | 2021

Figure 2.
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Objectives and actions of a tri-provincial PIREDD project

GR E E N A LLI A NC E O F G R AN D K ATAN G A | 202 1

6. SCHEMATIC: GREEN ALLIANCE
Figure 3.

Schematic : Green Alliance of Grand Katanga
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